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observe this day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:38 a.m., September 22, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 19, and 
it will be published in the Federal Register on 
September 23.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Efforts in the Global 
War on Terrorism 
September 19, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 24, 2001, I reported the 

deployment of various combat-equipped and 
combat support forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central and Pacific Command 
areas of operation. On October 9, 2001, I 
reported the beginning of combat action in 
Afghanistan against al-Qaida terrorists and 
their Taliban supporters. In my reports to 
the Congress of March 20 and September 
20, 2002 and March 20, 2003, I provided sup-
plemental information on the deployment of 
combat-equipped and combat support forces 
to a number of foreign nations in the Central 
and Pacific Command areas of operations 
and other areas. As a part of my efforts to 
keep the Congress informed, I am reporting 
further on United States efforts in the global 
war on terrorism. 

Our efforts in Afghanistan continue to 
meet with success, but, as I have stated in 
my previous reports, the United States cam-
paign against terrorism will be lengthy. To 
date, U.S. Armed Forces, with the assistance 
of numerous coalition partners, have exe-
cuted a superb campaign to eliminate the pri-
mary source of support to the terrorists who 
viciously attacked our Nation on September 
11, 2001. The heart of al-Qaida’s training ca-
pability has been seriously degraded. The 

Taliban’s ability to brutalize the Afghan peo-
ple and to harbor and support terrorists has 
been virtually eliminated. Pockets of al-Qaida 
and Taliban forces remain a threat to United 
States and coalition forces and to the Afghan 
government. What is left of both the Taliban 
and the al-Qaida fighters is being pursued 
actively and engaged by United States and 
coalition forces. 

Due to our success in Afghanistan, we 
have detained hundreds of al-Qaida and 
Taliban fighters who are believed to pose a 
continuing threat to the United States and 
its interests. The combat-equipped and com-
bat support forces deployed to Naval Base, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in the Southern 
Command area of operations since January 
2002 continue to conduct secure detention 
operations. We currently hold more than 650 
enemy combatants at Guantanamo Bay. 

In furtherance of our worldwide efforts 
against terrorists who pose a continuing and 
imminent threat to the United States, our 
friends and allies, and our forces abroad, we 
continue operations in other areas around 
the globe. We continue to work with the 
Government of the Philippines to protect 
United States and Philippine citizens and to 
defeat international terrorism in the Phil-
ippines. 

We continue to conduct maritime inter-
ception operations on the high seas in the 
Central and European Command areas of re-
sponsibility and have expanded these efforts 
to the Pacific Command areas of responsi-
bility to prevent the movement, arming, or 
financing of international terrorists who pose 
a continuing threat to the United States. 

Combat-equipped and combat support 
forces also have been deployed to Georgia 
and Djibouti to assist in enhancing 
counterterrorism capabilities. The United 
States forces headquarters element in 
Djibouti provides command and control sup-
port as necessary for military operations 
against al-Qaida and other international ter-
rorists in the Horn of Africa region, including 
Yemen. We continue to assess options for 
working with other nations to assist them in 
this respect. 

I have taken these actions pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct United 
States foreign relations and as Commander 
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in Chief and Chief Executive. In addition, 
these actions are consistent with Public Law 
107–40. As I stated in my previous reports, 
it is not possible to know at this time either 
the duration of combat operations or the 
scope and duration of the deployment of U.S. 
Armed Forces necessary to counter the ter-
rorist threat to the United States. I will direct 
additional measures as necessary to exercise 
our right to self-defense and to protect 
United States citizens and interests. Such 
measures may include short notice deploy-
ments of special operations and other forces 
for sensitive operations in various locations 
throughout the world. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution and 
Public Law 107–40. Officials of my Adminis-
tration and I have been communicating regu-
larly with the leadership and other Members 
of Congress, and we will continue to do so. 
I appreciate the continuing support of the 
Congress in our efforts to protect the security 
of the United States of America and its citi-
zens, civilian and military, here and abroad. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
Decision on Investments by 
Singapore Technologies Telemedia 
Pte. Ltd. 
September 19, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Attached is a classified report on my deci-

sion to take no action to suspend or prohibit 
the proposed 61.5 percent investment by 
Singapore Technologies Telemedia Pte. Ltd., 
a company indirectly owned by the Govern-
ment of Singapore, in Global Crossing Ltd. 
I have taken this decision under the authority 
vested in me as President by section 721 of 
the Defense Production Act of 1950, also 
known as the ‘‘Exon-Florio’’ provision, 50 
U.S.C. App. 2170. This report, prepared by 

my Administration, is submitted consistent 
with subsection (g) of that provision. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

September 13
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 

September 14
In the afternoon, the President returned 

to Washington, DC. 

September 15
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Mon-
roe, MI, where he toured the Detroit Edison 
Powerplant. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Drexel Hill, PA. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Mrs. Bush will welcome Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia and Mrs. Putin 
to Camp David, MD, on September 26–27. 

September 16
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. He also had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom to discuss 
the situation in Iraq. Later, he participated 
in a roundtable interview with regional 
media. 

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with musician and activist 
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